
West Seneca West Senior High School 

3330 Seneca St. 

West Seneca, NY 14224 

  

June 2019 

  

Dear Parents / Guardians of English IV and English IV Alternatives Students: 

 

Summer reading is part of West Senior’s English curriculum. Reading during the summer develops lifelong 

reading habits. Answering the analysis questions assists students in thinking critically about literature. 

Students entering English IV and English IV alternative courses (Sports Literature & Adventure Writing; 

Wicked Works of Fiction; 21st Century Communication Skills; Heroes, Legends & Lore) must complete 

summer reading. The reading choices are listed on the attached page and on the West Senior page of the district 

website.  Students are required to read at least one book on the summer reading list and complete the Summer 

Reading Notes, which is also attached and posted on the district website. Students should read the book and 

complete the Summer Reading Notes by the last week of August and bring the completed assignment with them 

on the first day of school. 

The Summer Reading Notes and other assignments related to the summer reading will be assessed during the 

opening weeks of the 2019-2020 academic year and will count in the first marking period. Students should be 

reminded that failure to complete summer reading will negatively affect their grade and possibly lead to 

academic eligibility issues. Please refer to the district website for more information regarding academic 

eligibility. 

The books on the list cover a wide range of reading levels and genres. If your child needs help selecting a book 

that is appropriate, please have him/her talk to an English teacher or Mrs. Knaze before the end of school in 

June, or ask a librarian at the local library. Books may be obtained at the public library or purchased at a 

bookstore. In addition, books may be available in digital format or free on sites such as Project Gutenberg. 

Students will need to use their books to complete the Summer Reading Notes. 

We believe this program will enhance our students’ reading skills. We appreciate your cooperation and look 

forward to an exciting and successful school year with your children. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

 

The Faculty of the West Seneca West English Department 

  



Summer Reading List for Students Entering English IV and English IV alternative courses, 2019 

 

Teen Issues 
  Clean by Amy Reed 

 The Pregnancy Project by Gaby Rodriguez  

 Tyrell by Coe Booth  

Sports 
 Inexcusable by Chris Lynch  

 Heart of a Champion by Carl Deuker 

 The Power of a Positive Team by Jon Gordon 

Action/Adventure 
 Sandman Slim by Richard Kadrey 

 Boy21 by Matthew Quick 

Fantasy/Other Worlds 
 Daughter of Smoke and Bone by Laini Taylor 

 An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 

Science & Technology 
 Unwind by Neal Shusterman 

 Warcross by Marie Lu 

Romance 
 Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen  

 The Last Summer of You and Me by Ann Brashares   

Historical Fiction 
 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

 Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 

Mystery/Suspense/Thrillers 
 We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

  I Hunt Killers by Barry Lyga 

Friendships 
 Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell 

 One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus 

 Jackpot by Nic Stone 

Social Issues 
 Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 

 This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel  

Classics 
 Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 

 This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

Biographies/ Historical 
  I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai 

and Christina Lamb 

 Orr: My Story by Bobby Orr 

 No Choirboy: Murder, Violence, and Teenagers on Death Row by Susan Kuklin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Tyrell-Coe-Booth/dp/0439838800/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1399483416&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=Tyrell


Summer Reading Notes 2019 

 

Please answer the following on a separate sheet of paper. You may type these notes if you prefer.  
 

Do not consult online resources or other literature guides for assistance. 

 

 

1. What is the title of your book?  

 

2. Who is the author of the book?  

 

3. What is the genre of the book?  

 

4. What is the setting (time and place) of the story? Explain whether the setting is significant to the story. 

 

5. Provide a description of the major characters in the story.  

 

6. Create a list of at least ten major events that occur within the book.  

 

7. List and explain two conflicts that occur within the book.  

 

8.  Explain a symbol in the book. Remember, a person, place, object or event can be symbolic. 

 

9. What are two major themes presented within this work? Explain how the themes are developed by 

events from the text.  

 

10. Select three quotes that are important within the work. Explain the significance of the quotes. Don’t 

forget to state the speaker of the quote.  

 

11.  What stylistic devices did the author use? (What did you notice about the way the book was written?) 

 

12.  What did you learn from this book that may affect you today or in the future?  

 

13.  What was your favorite part of this book? Explain your response. 

 

14.  What was your least favorite part of the book? Explain your response.  

 

15.  Would you recommend this book to a friend? Explain your response.  

 

 


